
 

RETREAT  

   

 

T h e  L u t h e r a n 

Womenõs Missionary League 

(LWML) has gathered $100 million 

in mites since the founding of the 

organization in 1942! By the grace of 

God, faithful supporters from across 

the nation have given their mites to 

achieve the LWMLõs ongoing mission 

goal. This amazing total combines funds 

from the forty districts and the 

national level of the LWML.  
 

Supporters today are linked with the 

founders of LWML who gathered in 

Chicago nearly 70 years ago and have 

supported Christian outreach in 42 

countries on five continents through the 

years. As Lutheran Women in 

Mission today celebrate this milestone, 

they join with those women of the 

past, as they continue to fill Mite 

Boxes to encourage the ongoing spread 

of the Gospel into the future.  

 (LWML news release, 10/26/11)  

 

 

 

 

The LWML Florida - Georgia 

District has received $100 thousand 

in mites for this biennium. With only 

eight months to go, we are sure to 

reach our goal of $163,000!  (see more 

in the Financial Secretaryõs report on 

page 4)  
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Did you know that former LWML 

president, Jan Wendorf attended our 

retreat?  Well, maybe not in person, but 

òFlat Janó made an appearance 

appropriately attired for the pajama party!   
 

The photo above is Pastor Eric Eichinger 

at the sunrise service on the lake.   
 

(More photos are on page 7) 



Our Mite Box ð filled to overflowing 
 

In late October 2011, LWML sent out a news 

release stating òLWML has gathered $100 million 

in mites since the founding of the organization in 

1942!ó I received the news, read it quickly and 

went on to many other messages.  

 

A few days later I came across that message a 

second time. This time it ôhit meõ and I was in awe 

of the information in the article. I questioned 

myself asking, òHow could I miss such an 

incredible milestone?ó 100 million dollars in mites 

= $100,000,000.00!  
 

The funds gathered were and still are collected in 

a Mite Box. It may be a simple paper box that we 

drop our coins, bills and checks into but the Mite 

Box collects money for missions. It becomes a mighty 

Mite Box when we call upon our Heavenly Father 

in prayer and ask Him to bless the mites so they 

can be used to spread the Good News of Jesusõ 

love throughout the world.  
 

As the 70th anniversary of the LWML approaches 

much has changed over the years. But the LWML 

mission is still the same ð òhelping to reach out to 

share the joyful news of Christ around the world.ó  

Use of the Mite Box by Lutheran Women in 

Mission is an exciting ministry that joins all the 

women of the LCMS together. Make it your 

personal mission to give a Mite Box to each woman 

in your congregation so she too can bring the 

Good News of Jesusõ love to the world. 
 

In 1942 coins; pennies, nickels, dimes, were 

collected by our founding Sisters in Christ. Now 

nearly 70 years later let us continue to stuff our 

Mite Box with coins but also bills, especially the 

ôpurple $5 billõ and of course, checks of all sizes in 

thanksgiving for all our blessings.  
 

May you òServe the Lord with Gladnessó and your 

Mite Box be filled to overflowing. 

 

Show Thanks by Giving   
and 

 Wish Jesus a Happy Birthday 

THE PRESIDENT õS MESSAGE                                                 Marilyn H. Treanor  
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Serve the Lord 

with gladnessé. 

      Psalm 100:2 

Winter 2011 

Clothe Yourself in Love ð 

we accomplished this at 

o u r  r e t r e a t  l a s t 

September.  The Gifts 

From The Heart gathering 

was truly a miracle from 

our Lord.  Pamela Walker, 

the representative from LifeStream, was 

totally overwhelmed and very grateful.  

She and her team required two pick-up 

trucks and two SUVs packed completely 

full to transfer everything to their offices. 

She mentioned that much of the 

donations would be used as a òstoreó so 

their clients could do their 

C h r i s t m a s 

MISSION SERVICE                 Vice President  Dawn Sandvig  

shopping.  Isnõt that wonderful???  And 

with the cash donation of an additional 

$345, the LifeStream organization was 

totally blown away.  All praise and glory 

to God! 
 

Another case of marked Bibles with 

cross bookmarks were donated to the 

Orange County Correctional Facility  in 

Orlando.  The Chaplain there was 

extremely grateful for the Bibles and uses 

them often.  Additionally, our ladies 

created and signed 145 Christmas cards 

for our military personnel.  My committee 

found two Chaplains who are willing to 

receive the cards and distribute them to 

their servicemen and service women.  
 

 

 

 

The used eyeglasses were taken to First 

Lutheran Church of Gainesville (thanks 

Nita!) where they were boxed for 

shipment to be distributed on the next 

mission trip  in Nicaragua.   
 

Marking Bibles 

Cards for Military 
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NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE                   Margie Smith  

 Nominating Committee:  

Margie Smith, Kim Hertko, Nancy Hughes 
 

The deadline for nominating a pastor for 

d is t r ic t  pastora l  counse lor  is 

DECEMBER 1, 2011.  If you know of 

a pastor who is supportive of LWML and 

would be a good district counselor, just 

submit his name, we will send him all the 

information he needs to consider the 

position.   
 

Also, be thinking about how YOU can 

serve through LWML.  The positions that 

will be filled next year are:  President, Vice 

President for Mission Grants, Vice 

President for Spiritual Growth, Financial 

Secretary, and three members of the 

Winter 2011 

HANDS OF MERCY, 

SUDAN,  

SPECIAL NEEDS 

CLASSROOM $8,000  
 

ñTruly, I say to you, as you did 

it to one of the least of these my 

brothers, you did it to me.ò 

Matthew 25:40. 

 
Often people with disabilities are 

marginalized in their own society. Access to 

government education is denied to the 

children with disabilities in Yambio, South 

Sudan.  
 

The Hands of Mercy Training Center with 

the diaconal partnership of LCMS 

Deaconess Patricia Nuffer has been 

working to meet the adultõs needs 

spiritually and physically since 2006.  
 

Their new goal is to reach out to the 

children with special needs. Our mites 

offering for this mission grant  will help them provide a 

classroom to receive both Christian and basic life skills 

training. Their plan is to train a local woman of the 

congregation to be a special needs teacher for this 

classroom. It will be adjacent to the training center. They 

then plan to train the Hands of Mercy adults to assist where 

possible in the classroom. Those who are capable will have 

further opportunities to 

develop and share their gifts 

and talents with the children 

who also have disabilities.   
 

Pat will be back in November 

and will bring more details of 

the progress that has been 

made in Sudan. Thank you all 

for what you are doing to 

make this goal a reality. 

MISSION GRANTS                 Vice President  Jo Crittenden  

Nominations Committee.  The deadline 

for submitting a name for nomination is 

February 15, 2012 .   If you have any 

questions about any of these positions, or 

about serving on the district board, please 

feel free to contact any of us on the 

nominating committee.  
  
 

Who will answer gladly saying,  
Here am I, send me!  Send me! 
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Time flies 
 

Hard to believe that I 

will have served as 

Pastoral Counselor to 

the LWML,  Georgia-

Florida District for 

nearly four years. 
 

What has changed in your life these past 

four years?  Could you put them down 

on paper? 
 

Would you remember them fondly or 

was there grief?  Perhaps a little bit of 

both. 
 

How about your relationship with Jesus?  

Did it change? 
 

That is one I hope you can say, òYes!ó  I 

hope you grew in your relationship with 

Jesus.  You can measure that change in 

your prayer life.  In frequency.  In your 

trust of God that it will be answeredé

whether it be on this side of eternity or 

the heavenly side. 
 

Perhaps you grew in your relationship, 

because you find yourself talking about 

Jesus more and more.  Faith issues are 

slipping into your conversation no matter 

the subject. 
 

And perhaps you really didnõt notice a 

change yourself, but maybe others did. 
 

You know those are the folks who come 

to you and say, òHey, I know you pray.ó  

Or òI know you love Jesus because you 

talk about Him.  Could you pray for this 

that is going on in my life right now?ó 
 

These changes in your life are amazing.  

And they happen each day.  No matter 

what prompts them. 
 

Being elected a number of years ago 

prompted me to see what amazing things 

God does through His servantsé

COUNSELORõS CORNER                                           Pastor John Hopkins  

especially those in the LWML.  That 

motivates me all the more to support 

Lutheran Women in Mission any time I 

can. 
 

That is a great change in me as the time 

has flown by! 
 

Serving the Lord with you, 
 

Pastor John Hopkins 

Winter 2011 

Praise report : As of October 31, our mite 

collections topped the $100,000 mark with the 

turn-ins totaling $100,140.09, and almost 75% 

of our units have sent in mites for the 2010-

2012 biennium! Just eight months to go to 

make our mite goal of $163,000, so keep those 

wonderful love offerings for the mission fields 

coming in! 
 

Good news from the retreat, too. The Sunday offering for 

Lutheran Services of Georgia was $1,947.69. Besides the van-

loads of donations for LifeStream (Gifts from the Heart 

recipient), cash donated totaled $345. And the pledge walk 

donations for our District mission grants amounted to $425.  
 

The following gifts were received from May 1 to October 31, 

2011, in loving memory or honor of faithful LWML sisters and 

brothers in Christ: 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY                                   Karen McCarthy  

 Irma Broders  

Southwest Florida Zone--Endowment Fund 
 

Rev. Louis G. Elgert  

Henry & Carol Alberts--District Mission Trip Fund 

Mary Karrick--Love Scholarships 

Mary Lou Nash--Love Scholarships 

Marilyn H. Treanor--Love Scholarships 
 

Anne Jabo 

Rev. Herman & Delores Glienke--Endowment Fund 
 

Edith Koelsch  

Steve & Karen McCarthy--Love Scholarships 

Marilyn H. Treanor--Love Scholarships 
 

Florence Krickenberg  

Timothy Lutheran Church, Woodstock, GA--Endowment Fund 
 

Rickenberger Scholarship  

St. Petersburg Zone--Love Scholarships 
 

Memorial and honor gifts, Love Scholarship donations, mites, 

and other monies should be made payable to " LWML FL -GA 

District " and be sent to: Karen McCarthy, Financial 

Secretary, P. O. Box 2098, Stuart, FL 34995 . For 

memorials and honor gifts, please also provide the family's 

contact information so an acknowledgment of the gifts can be 

sent to the family members. 

  

Blessings and joy in serving the Lord in all you do! 

Atlanta North Zone President, 

Peggy Wagner presented a check 

in the amount of $1,947.69 to 

LSG representative Elsie Guenther 

on Oct. 23, 2011 at Faith Lutheran 

Church & School in Marietta, GA.  

The funds were a result of an 

offering taken at the FL-GA 

District Retreat, earmarked for 

tornado relief.     

 



Meet Louis Foss, a 

freshman student at 

Concordia University 

in Chicago.  When 

L o u i s  v i s i t e d 

Concordia, he felt 

immediately that this 

is where the Lord 

wanted him to be.   His long-term goal 

is to enter seminary when his four years 

are completed and study to become a 

pastor.  His hobby is baseball so we 

hope he is finding at least a little time to 

pursue that  hobby th is  year . 
 

Louis' pastor and the DCE of his church 

in Warner Robins, GA say that Louis 

is a dedicated and compassionate 

individual who shows great personal 

discipline.  We know these character 

traits will help see him through his next 

eight years of schooling.  Please keep 

Louis in your prayers. 

SCHOLARSHIPS                                                             Sharlene Miers  

I n  S ep te m be r , 

Northeast Georgia 

Zone President 

Margie Smith alerted 

the other zone 

officers (I serve as 

VP for Spiritual 

Growth) that a 

conflict had arisen 

for the date of our Fall Rally ð a circuit 

convocation on congregational and 

personal wellness. No other date would 

work, so we debated whether to cancel 

the fall rally or try and hold it in 

conjunction with the convocation.  We 

saw several problems with the latter, 

but certainly didnõt want to cancel all 

togetheréwhy did we worry so?  God 

was working and arranging things to suit 

His plan and to bless us and Grace Place. 
 

The convocation program, presented by 

Drs. John Eckrich and David Ludwig of 

Grace Place, was a full day of looking at 

things differently, growing in the 

understanding of taking care of yourself 

and your congregation, communicating 

better with others, and working on 

relationships.  In their professional 

practices ð internist and psychologist ð 

they have worked with church workers 

and leaders and seen the physical and 

mental toll that these workers endure. 

Healthy church workers are needed for 

healthy congregations.  The topics  

included Spiritual, Vocational/Career, 

Intellectual, Social /Interpersonal, 

Emotional, Physical and Community well-

being. One doesnõt need to be a pastor 

or on the church staff to benefit from 

Grace Place! 
 

I encourage each of you to take 

advantage of this program if you have the 

opportunity, especially officers. One of 

the major points of the day, that was 

vocalized over and over again, is the fact 

that òMEó turned upside down is òWE.ó  

So often in this day and age, leaders of 

any group can feel frustrated and alone 

when others are not available to help, but 

the fact is, as Christians, we are never 

alone!! But we do need to take the time 

to call on AND listen to the one who is 

always with us! 
 

After the dayõs program ended, I found 

out that Drs. Eckrich and Ludwig were 

very glad the NE Georgia Zone LWML 

had agreed to combine the events, as 

their program is usually Friday night and 

Saturday, so they were anxious to see if 

they could cover everything in a one-day 

format.  They were pleased with the way 

things went and are hopeful that other 

LWML units, might be interested in doing 

the same thing. 
 

Oh, the blessings God had in store for the 

NE Georgia Zone ð We were able to get 

all of our business done during the lunch 

break, including electing officers; the 

pastors agreed that the offering taken 

during the worship would go the LWML; 

AND they graciously included the 

installation of the newly elected officers 

during the worship. Donõt you love the 

way God works when we get out of the 

way??  We were delighted to learn that 

Grace Place Lutheran Wellness Ministries is a 

national mission grant recipient!  God is so 

good! 

 

(editors note:  Dr. David Ludwig was twice 

a retreat leader for the FL-GA District 

LWML, first in 1983 at St Simons Island, 

and again in 1989 at Sarasota.  His wife, 

Kathy, is a past district president for the 

Carolinas District) 
 

COMMUNICATIONS                          Vice President Trish  Aamoth  
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Pastor Eric 

Carlson was 

one of our 

s c h o l a r s h i p 

recipients for the past four 

years.  This summer he was 

ordained at his first 

congregation, Our Savior 

Lutheran Church, in 

Chicago.  Pastor Carlson 

was faithful about 

corresponding with us 

during his years in 

seminary and very 

grateful for the help 

and prayers provided 

by the Florida/Georgia 

LWML.  I thought it 

would be interesting 

to all of you to see the 

result of your mites 

and prayers. 
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It wonõt be long before societies will be getting 

their annual letter from this chairman for the 

Lutheran Womanõs Quarterly subscription 

renewals.  You should be receiving it the first 

week in January.  Please give your society a heads 

up to be looking for it.  If you havenõt received it 

by the second week in January, please let me 

know via e-mail. Note that my e-mail address has recently 

changed.  The Lutheran Womanõs Quarterly subscriptions are due 

to me no later than March 1, 2012 .         I deposit checks 

received within two weeks after receipt, so if your check has not 

cleared for several weeks, notify me as soon as possible.  Iõm 

alerting you because there have been several checks in the past 

couple of years that have evidently been lost in our mail system 

because I never received them.   
 

MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES             Karen Gott  

òFUTURE PLANSó 
òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó 
declares the LORD, òplans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.ó 
Jeremiah 29:11  

 

Tallahassee Zone Fall Event/Rally  

  - Deb Buenrostro 
 

The first (at least in a very long 

time) annual Tallahassee Zone Fall 

Event/Rally took place in Adel, GA, 

on Wednesday, August 17, 2011, on 

a beautiful sunny day.  Four of the 

seven societies were represented as 

we chose a centrally located spot in 

the middle of our vast 147 mile 

zone!   Nineteen members drove and 

met at THE PARRISH HOUSE and 

began our daily adventure together 

with prayer, devotion and a lovely 

meal.   
 

An offering of $86 was collected in  

òPhil-upó the FROG.  We 

lightly touched on 

business matters that 

needed mentioning 

(important upcoming 

dates, etc.) and then 

moved on to the 

business at hand ð 

compiling over 36 sets of school 

supplies and also numerous 

teacher supplies for an at risk 

first grade classroom at 

the COOK PRIMARY 

SCHOOL.  Our caravan 

then headed to the Cook 

Primary School where we 

unloaded, with the help of 

a òcargo cartó, all the 

supplies that were 

purchased, and brought them into 

the school.   We presented 

everything we brought to the 

children, teacher, assistant 

principal, principal and even a news 

crew in the classroom!   As the 

LWML òpurple ladiesó drove away, 

GODõs light had touched the future 

of many people that day, and we 

were very thankful to be a part of 

it!   

Serve the LORD with gladness!   
 

e-Evangel: NEW "SUBSCRIBE" ADDRESS  

I hope all of you who have e-mail have been receiving your 

Florida-Georgia Evangel.  If you have, good news ð you donõt 

have to renew your subscription because it is ongoing.   
 

Effective with this issue of the Evangel, there is a new e-mail 

address for subscription requests: subscribe@flgalwml.com 
 

A confirmation e-mail will be sent to verify each new address. 

Subscribers are now asked to include a phone number so we 

can call to verify information if there are any problems in 

sending the confirmation. 
 

To subscribe to e-Evangel: send an e-mail to 

subscribe@flgalwml.com  

include your name, e-mail address, church, zone and phone 

number. 

mailto:subscribe@flgalwml.com
mailto:subscribe@flgalwml.com
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Purple passion 
pineapple papaya 

jello mold 

Retreat photos .   (more photos can be found on our website:  www.flgalwml.com) 


